Guidelines for POS Tags in Malayalam

POS Tagging is the process of assigning a Part-of-Speach to each word in a
sentence. It is the act of assigning each word in a sentence a tag that describes how
that word is used in the sentences. It expresses the grammatical category of each
word in a sentence.

POS Tagging is done for the disambeguation of the morphologically
analyzed result of the input text.

The following are the POS Tags in Malayalam:

1. Noun - N
Noun can be Common Noun or Proper Noun.

1.1 Common Noun - N NN

For Common Nouns, NN is the tag given. ofls, eaigso,
meo etc: are Common Nouns in  Malayalam.

1.2 Proper Nouns - N_NNP

Place names and Personal names are included in Proper
Nouns and the tag given is NNP.

@00a0MM, MVI®, OdILl, @0l etc are examples.

1.3 Nloc - N_NST

Nouns denoting special and temporal expressions are
NST in Malayalam.

These words often occur as temporal and special

arguments of a verb in a given sentence, taking the appropriate
vibhaktis (case markers).

Eg:



anslead QM3 'in front of'
house- of
aflom1 @3 ‘on the back'
0863103 'in side'
2)Hs1@3 ‘on the top'
(QBHI ‘below’
“ aJO&B1@3 ‘on the back'
@R O 'in side’
aJOO ‘out side'

M1@3, allaM1@3, ©8s31@3, QHS1@3, INY,aJ0H:1@3 etc:

are NST s in Malayalam NST comes after a noun with a
Genitive marker.

2. Pronoun - PRP

All pronouns are marked as PRP. All Ist person, 2™ person
and 3" person pronouns are included in this list.

2.1 Personal Pronouns - PR_PRP

In Malayalam ,the Ist person pronoun is emoad ' I, the 2 nd
person pronoun is m1 ' You' and 3™ person Pronouns are saiad
He (Prox)’, snaisd ' She (prox),eo”' It (prox)' , @waiad 'He
(Rem)',@paivd 'She (Rem)' and @ 'It (Rem)'.

2.2 Reflexive Pronoun - PR_PRF

The Reflexive pronoun in malayalam is @oa3.

2.3 Relative Pronoun - PR_PRL

The Relative pronouns in Malayalam are @wcoo 'somebody’,



@R@o 'anybody’, afamo 'anything', ag)ealogo 'at any time' etc.

2.4 Reciprocal Pronouns - PR_PRC

The Reciprocal Pronouns in Malayalam are @oo@3
'together', @en1@3 @onl@3 'to words each other' and a1omyeo 'each

other'.

@RAIB M@  AULHNISAD
'they'  'together' 'quarell’
' They quarell with each other'
@PAIB ™o 1E3 MAN1E3  @RS1ZS.
'they',  'each other' 'quarell’
' They quarell with each other'
@ROIB  aldMOo  QIPHH1FMD
'they'  'together' 'quarell’
"They quarell with each other"

2.5 Wh - word - PR_PRQ

Question words are included in PR-PRQ. @ano” "Who',
oo 'what', ag@”'what', ag)ealoud 'when', agysmzem 'How', agy@ How
much' etc: are question words in Malayalam.

Demonstratives - DM

Demonstrative in Malayalam is 'CuTTezhuttu ( cauNTunna ezhuttu)'
which means a category that is used to demonstrate something or somebody.

There is a clear distinction between a Pronoun and a Demonstrative in
Malayalam.



4.

See these examples:

@Y 6aleNBhgl  EIROMPAHUI @R)6IN”

L |

'that' 'girl' 'Rajan-of daughter' 'is

' That girl is Rajan's daughter’

@RI af)Oad DHUd @RY6rm”

| |

'She' my' 'daughter’ 'is
'She is my daughter'

From the above examples, it is evident that @w 'that' in the first
sentence is a Demonstrative and @wnaiud in the second sentence is a Pronoun in
Malayalam.

Verb
4.1 Verb Main — V-VM
The Verbal constructions in Malayalam are composed
of a Verb root and one or more Auxiliary suffixes. In our language,
the Auxiliaries are not free forms, but bound forms.
See the examples below:

8051089mE10lesmMo  Tunning'

This verbal form consists of the verb root &2s” - 'to run'
and the following suffixes.

805" - Verbal root

- - Past tense
-O>HNE” - Progressive Aspect
-n@] - Progressive Aspect
-B6)” - Link Morph

-®a0 - Present tense



4.1.1 Finite Verb - V_VM_VF

In Malayalam, 1060y 'said’, eogon
Tunning', 1050 'will sing' etc: are Finite Verbs.

See the examples below:

QIO 630500

' Ram' ‘Tun-pres.'
" Ram runs'

@RAIMN  af)BAOMIS  @BR® aloerm
'He' 'me -to' 'that' 'say -past’
'He said that to me'

M@ AN’ aldg aldSo

'Sita' 'today' ‘'song' 'sing-will'
' Sita will sing the song today'

The action of the verb will be complete in
the Finite Verb form.

4.1.2 Non-Finite Verb - V_VM_VNF

In Non-Finite Verb forms, the action will
not be complete. The Non-finite Verb groups in
Malayalam can be of the following types:

a. Relative Participle forms.

The Relative Participle form modifies a
noun. See the following examples:

@RAIT IO 00)0 ol @RYemn’
'he' 'said — which' 'matter' ' true' ' be — pres.'

' The matter he said is true.'
The '@p' in aloeom is the RP marker.
Here, ai0eom 'which he said' is Non-Finite
(VNF).



b. Nominalized Verb forms.

Sentences with Nominalized verb forms
is commonly found in malayalam.

See the examples below:

@RAIUT IO TV o BRY6M”
'She' 'Said-that' 'true' 'be-pres.'

'"The matter she said is true'

In the above example, al0so®”

'the matter said' is the Nominalized form. Here,
the Neuter Gender marker -@° of @o®” 'that' is

suffixed to the verb to form a Nominalized entity
which function ike Noun. But they are capable of
taking arguments.

Nominalized forms are used to give
exphasis also. See the examples below:

e NVI®mae” @yem” 100 @Gal §&HISOH®”
[ Sita-to is 100 rupees gave-NOML

't is to Sita that I gave 100 rupees'

a3 @yem” 100 @Gal TVI®DG OBHISOH®.
I is 100 rupees Sita-to gave-NOML

'Tt is me who gave 100 rupees to Sita'

100 @al @Rgem” amId MVIDED” BHISOH®”
100 rupees is Sita-to gave-NOML

Tt is 100 rupees that I gave to Sita'



Nominalized verb forms have the
Masculine,Feminine and Neuter Gender markers
as suffixes. If we split al0sm®" into o106 '

v

that-which is said' and @o®” 'that', then the whole

sentence would be unacceptable to the native
speaker of Malayalam.

See another example,
@R 9alQ®’ Q0003 @R’

that do-past-NOML Ram is

'It is Rama who did that'

The above one is an emphatic
type of sentence, giving emphasis to @onad 'Rama’.

@ 0a1@®” 'who did that ' is a clause in this

sentence and the whole clause is Karma also
(K2). Here also, we cannot split @®” 6 21Q®"

Into @R®" §21Q GRGY.

If we split like that, the sentence would
be as seen below:

@O® ©alQ) GO XA @RYEM’
that who did that Rama is

The above shown is not an acceptable
grammatical sentence in Malayalam.

We can add suffixes to these
Nominalized forms as &a.1@®om, 621Q®I@3 etc:

We can add postpositions also as 9.21@@em a1gl.

Another peculiarity is that these
Nominalized verb forms are capable of taking
Arguments. So, considering their verbal nature,
these Nominalized verbs would be considered as
Non- finite forms - VINF.

Like 9.a1Q@, we have in Malayalam,



.21QOIND 'he who did' and 21Q0IUd 'she who

did' also with Masculine and Feminine Gender
suffixes. These are also included in Non finite
Verb forms- VNF.

c. Verbal Participle forms

VP forms are Non-finite verbs, before a finite
verb.

@0 enINI1@3 210S] WO
Rama bus-in having jumped get in
'Having jumped,Rama got into the bus'

In the above example, »10s1 'having

jumped' is a Verbal Participle form which is a
Non- finite verb form (VNF).

d. Adverbial clauses

Some Adverbial clauses can have RP +
Time marker as structure.

@XM  QIANG U3 ©0RM Galow]

Rama came-past-when Rajan went
'When Rama came, Rajan went'

Here, aiameajoud 'when came' is
Adverbial clause and it is marked as VNF.

e. Conditional clause

Conditional verb forms have - @3 'if'

as suffix.

M1 al0la)o®3 al0qVIBs0

you study-if  pass-will

'If you study, you will pass'



In the above sentence,a1012j0@3 "if
study', is conditional and labelled as VINF.

Adverbial participle of @Ry#:-

The adverbial participle form of @wR®;-
is @r®1 and it modifies a Noun.

MMIMY @RAIUANIV] 6@ VIO Q16331

I She-to-Advp one saree bought
'T bought a saree for her'

In the above sentence, @]l is an
Adverbialized form of ew®:-, and it modifies the
Argument 8@ avoal and so @1 is VNF.

Relativized form of oene’and @wrem.

oas is the Relativized form of oene”

and e w_is the Relativized form of @wrem”
'be -pres."

af)MeB8S ars’
me-Dat-Adjl house

"The house which I have'

The R.P form pg8 is used to

Adjectivize sentences with oene”.

af)MHe” afls’ o@me” >  agmlesss ofls
[-to  house be-pres. I- to which house

'Thave a house' 'The house which I have'

The relativized Adjectives are Non-
finite forms and would be marked as VNF.



4.1.3 Infinitives - VINF

a. The Purposive Infinitive forms would
be marked as VINF.
@R HS1HHIM GaloW]

mother take bath INFIN went
'Mother went to take bath'

Here, ;8109008 is Purposive

Infinitive form and it would be marked as
VINE.

b. Pure Infinitives.

Infinitive forms like &0g®

Tunning', alo@® 'saying' are marked as VINF.

dafleoel  BISd  (@JWITVo @R’

morning running difficult be-pres.

'Running in early morning is difficult.'

4.2 Verbal Noun - V_VN

Verbal Nouns are nouns derived from verbs functionally these are
nominals.

eg: llo3oenmd, e)oe)o%”.
'selling’ 'harvest'

a)O0d 0B a3 msaniel
my car sell-NOM happened-not

'My car selling didn't happen'

Here, aN@deo@d is V_VN. It is derived from the verb
aN@3ass: 'to sell’



MM’ Aelled §:HIY GRem’
today field-in harvest  be-pres.

"There is harvest in the field today’

In the above sentence, e®ogis V-VN. It is derived from

the verb ODHIQ D 'to harvest'.

Adjective - JJ
Adjectives are modifiers of nouns.

aleN 'big', 9a101w 'small’, aj®l@ 'new', mlel 'blue’ etc. Are

Adjecives in Malayalam.

Vo aelw afls ioess]

Sita big house bought
'Sita bought big house'

Modifiers like cowlas 'beautiful',mymomow 'beautiful’ are

Adjectives.

Comparative and Superlative Adjectives are also included.

. Adverb - RB

Adverbs modify verbs. The tag RB will be used ONLY for
manner Adverbs. ealogan”'suddenly’, a1@e o9 'slowly’, osom 'immediately’ etc.

are Adverbs in Malayalam.

@RAIM HaldSaN QIO

he  suddenly came
'He came suddenly'

The tag RB will not be used for the Time and Space expressions in
Malayalam, such as @wafles 'there', smafles 'here’, @peajoud 'that time',eeq joud 'this

time', @wan”'that dat' and span” 'today'. These will be marked as PR.



Postposition — PSP

Postpositions in Malayalam occur as free forms after the case
suffixes of Nouns and Pronouns.There are a good number of Postpositions in
Malayalam. 191 'about’, @:014j 'about’,e06ng”"'with', mlan”'from’, aee 'to’ etc.

are some of them.
Conjunctions - CC
The tag CC will be used for both Co-ordinating and Subordinating

conjuncts.

8.1 Co-ordinator - CC_CCD
aleay 'but’, @oinon 'but' are co-ordinators in Malayalam.

IO aflgls] ol @PAId  alamlel.
I called, but he didn't come

'T called, but he didn't come'

8.2 Subordinator - CC_CCS

o) M@ 'but’, @R@Imom3 'therefore’, ag®1@3 'if', agyamls”
'after that ' etc. are subordinate conjuncts in Malayalam.

MIes a0BOMITI  BRYSM’, BRDIMITI &HBOAV™ Al

Tomorrow harthal is therefore class be-Neg.

"Tomorrow is a harthal day, therefore there will not be class'

8.2.1. Quotative - CC_CCS_UuT

agam” 'that', and ag)am 'that' are Quotatives in
Malayalam.

@2l 630a01NVI@ Cald@ ag)an” GRID alO6R

Father Office-in went that mother said



'Mother said that father went to office'

The above sentence quotes a matter and so agyam”
'that' is quotative form.

6ol 0@l oM QNABOM  GET @Y.

Gopi died that news  true is

"The news that Gopi died is true'

In the above example also, ag)an 'that' quotes a
sentence and so ~g)an 'that' is a quotative form.

9. Particles - RP

m0@o 'only’, sl 'also’, etc. are particles in Malayalam.

9.1 Default - RP_RPD

Expressions such as &s1 'also', mo@o 'only’, ealoejo 'even'
etc., in Malayalam would be marked as RP_RPD.

MY &Sl @MILIOMIGE QIGO0

I also  Temple-in  coming

'lam also coming to the Temple'

Wl®  H&Hsoladmlan’ avoel  2a@o Q1068131

Sita  Shop-from saree only  bought

'Sita bought only a saree from the shop'

9.2 Classifier RP CL

A Classifier is a word or morpheme, used to classify a
noun according to its meaning.

In Malayalam, @serl@, agyanl, amenw are
classifiers.

0,0, MVI® af)aMT *:51H:03 mcm’l%



'"The students such as Rema,Suma,Sita didn't come'

9.3 Interjection - RP_INJ

The Interjections in Malayalam are 2000 ! ©a00!,@ReQ0
etc.

9.4 Intensifier - RP_INTF

Intensifier intensifies Adjectives or Adverbs. It modifies
another modifier. aigono 'very', ogoo 'more’ etc: are intensifiers in

Malayalam .

Q8OO mel aMo@l

very good  saree

' Very good saree'

a0  RoUTIY8s 2013030
more beautiful churidar

'More beautiful churidar'

10. Quantifier - QT_QTF
Quantifiers denote quantity. 04 'a littile', woooso 'many’ etc., are
quantifiers in Malayalam.
10.1 Cardinals - QT _QTC

A word denoting a Cardinal number will be tagged as QC.

avoaoomIm” 100  ®@rowssud alaml@an.

strike-for 100 members came

' 100 members came for the strike.'



emom  @oaldee’ 1000 @l  ©H50.
I she-to 1000 rupees gave

"I gave 1000 rupees to her.'

10.2 Ordinals - QT _QTO
Words denoting ordinals will be marked as QO.

@RAIM  YANIVOOEM M1eIW]T @R M.
He third f loor-in is

'He is in the third floor.'

ol 6aMlo oggocrqgl@% al01a630M.

Vinu first standard-in studying

' Vinu is studying in the First standard.'

11. Residuals - RD

11.1 Foriegn Word - RD_RDF
If the word is a Foriegn word, RD_RDF is the tag.

For example, white — house, American President etc:

11.2 Symbol - RD SYM
All those words which cannot be classified in any of the

other tags will be tagged as SYM. Special symbols like $, %, & etc:
are treated as SYM.

11.3 Punctuation - RD_PUNC



149 n

) s s s etc: are punctuations.

11.4 Unknown - RD_UNK

Unknown words will be included in this tag.

11.5 Echowords - RD Ech

alSalS), al0al0d etc: are ech-words in Malayalam.






